
February 17, 2022 

Official Proceedings of the Norman County Board of Commissioners 

Chairman Gunderson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. with the Pledge of Allegiance.  All commissioners 

were present.  David Stene, CFO and Pat Pfund of the Norman County Index were also present.   

Chairman Gunderson asked if everyone had an agenda, and if so, were there any additions.  A/T Hanson noted the 

removal of Sarah Kjono from the agenda.  Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to approve the agenda with the 

deletion of Sarah Kjono.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

Chairman Gunderson then asked if commissioners had a chance to read the minutes of the February 8th meeting 

that were submitted electronically.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve the minutes of the February 8th 

meeting as submitted.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  

The next item of discussion were the bills that had been submitted electronically.  Commissioner Redland made a 

motion to approve the bills as submitted.   

Revenue - $ 12,976.91   E-911 - $ 14.78   R & B - $ 21,014.86 

Building - $ 88.97    Social Services - $ 494.00  Public Health - $ 3,169.52 

Solid Waste - $ 23,412.50   County Ditch - $ 19,297.50 Airport Authority - $ 44.62 

Total $ 80,513.66 

Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

Commissioner Hall addressed the board with information on the Norman County magazine that has been 

produced by John Kolness in the past.  John is looking to make a new edition and is asking if Norman County 

Commissioners would like to place an ad.  After some discussion, Commissioner Hall made a motion to approve 

moving ahead with putting an ad in the new edition of the Norman County magazine of the same size as in past 

years.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 9:30 a.m. Heather Kirby, Crime Victim Advocate, addressed the board with an update on happenings with her 

program in 2021.  Ms. Kirby noted that 350 victims were served throughout 2021.  Ms. Kirby also notified the 

board that she has recently received two grants for the program to amount to $7,500.00.   

At 9:45 a.m.  Chairman Gunderson called for a short break to return to the meeting at 9:50 a.m. 

At 9:50 a.m.  Chairman Gunderson called the meeting back to order with Keith Berndt, County Engineer, 

presenting his agenda.  The first item on his agenda was the Local Bridge Replacement Program (LBRP) Grant 

Agreement for replacing Bridge 3995 located on County Road 147 over Project 30 in Anthony Township.  After 

some discussion, Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the LBRP grant agreement.  

Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to 

adopt CR 02-17-2022-1 A Resolution for Agreement to State Transportation Fund Local Bridge Replacement 

Program Grant Terms and Conditions, SAP 054-598-044.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and on roll call 

vote CR 02-17-2022-1 was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the Auditor/Treasurer’s 

Office.   

The second item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the discussion on deficient bridges on CSAH 42 and on CH 113.  

Both of these bridges are on the deficient bridge priority list and will likely require bridge replacement instead of 

box culvert placement due to the size of the streams.  Engineer Berndt noted that it appears there will be Federal 

Bridge funding in the upcoming years, possibly as early as 2023 and he would like to solicit engineering services for 

these two bridges as engineering costs are eligible for federal reimbursement but there are strict requirements 

that have to be followed.  After some discussion Commissioner Redland made a motion to authorize the county 

engineer to solicit proposals from engineering firms to design replacement bridges for the CSAH 42 and CH 113 

bridges.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   



The third item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the Waukon Township Road Improvement bids.  This is a Local 

Road Improvement Project and bids were opened on February 15th.  They received six (6) bids ranging from 

$446,519.92 from Agassiz Asphalt to $653,217.00 from R. J. Zavoral & Sons.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a 

motion to accept the low bid from Agassiz Asphalt of Newfolden, MN in the amount of $466,519.92.  

Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

The fourth item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was the proposed rural water project in Western Polk, Norman, and 

Clay Counties.  Engineer Berndt reminded the board of the presentation presented to the board last November 

involving Lucas Spaeth and noted that this group would be hosting meetings to be held on February 19th and 

February 23rd at the LRC in Halstad.   

The fifth item on Engineer Berndt’s agenda was presentation of the bid results for the proposed county highway 

building.  Engineer Berndt then turned the meeting over to Shelly Eldridge of Ehlers Public Finance Advisors, and 

David Stene, CFO, to present the presale report.  Following presentation of the presale report, Commissioner 

Bommersbach brought discussion forward on what the plan was to pay for the project, as he has asked several 

times just how we were going to pay for this, stating that he did not want to use State Aid Construction dollars for 

this and he does not want to raise the tax levy; he would like to know what the plan is before he votes to go ahead 

with the project.  Engineer Berndt summarized the last six years, beginning with 2016 and moving to the present 

and the delays and changes to proposed buildings and at this time urged commissioners to move forward as time 

is of the essence with regard to the competitive bid for the building and interest rates on the verge of increasing.  

Commissioner Jacobson asked as to how much we are already into the project and David Stene, CFO, noted 

approximated $340,000 in engineering costs.  Bob Ramstad, Superintendent of County Infrastructure, noted that 

he has probably talked to more constituents in the county, and he has heard nothing negative about the project at 

this time.  Pat Pfund addressed the board with regard to moving forward, accepting the bid and then planning in 

the next coupe of months as to how the plan for funding moves forward.  Following all this discussion, 

Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to adopt CR 02-17-2022-2 A Resolution Accepting the Bid From Bradbury 

Stamm Construction for Construction of a New Highway Building.  Commissioner Hall seconded the motion and 

on roll call vote there were two (2) yeas from Commissioners Jacobson and Hall, and three (3) nays from 

Commissioners Bommersbach, Gunderson and Redland.  The resolution failed.   

At this time, Shelly Eldridge, Ehlers, provided the board with the following options.  1)  Pass the resolution at this 

time to move ahead with the bond sale.  2) Wait until March 8th to move ahead with bond sale, or 3) Pull the plug 

and start the bonding process over once all funding has been decided.  After some discussion on whether the 

board could still back out if the bond sale was not favorable for the county, Ms. Eldridge read the proposed 

resolution to provide for the sale of the bonds.   

Commissioner Hall made a motion to adopt CR 02-17-2022-3 A Resolution Providing for the Sale of $8,615,000 

General Obligation Capital Improvement Plan Bonds, Series 2022A.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion 

and on roll call vote the resolution was adopted unanimously.  A copy of the resolution is on file in the 

Auditor/Treasurer’s Office.   

Discussion ensued on how to finance this project and options were discussed on increasing the wheelage tax 

collected at the time when license tabs are renewed, as well as imposing a local option transportation sales tax 

and the steps that would be necessary in order to make either or both of these feasible sources of revenue.  

Commissioner Hall made a motion to hold a public hearing March 8th on increasing the wheelage tax and also 

imposing a local option transportation sales tax.  Commissioner Jacobson seconded the motion and all voted in 

favor.   

At 11:35 a.m. due to the amount of time that had been expended on the previous discussion and the agenda 

schedule being thrown off by nearly an hour, the board decided to table the discussion on the Master Continuing 

Disclosure Services Agreement with Ehlers, Agreement for Post-Issuance Debt Compliance Policy and Adoption of a 

Post-Issuance Compliance Policy until the March 8th meeting.  

At 11:40 a.m. James Brue, County Attorney, addressed the board regarding a contract between the County of 

Norman and Kari Aanenson to provide services to the county for indexing documents for the County Recorder’s 



Office which will increase the documents available through iDoc Market.  Commissioner Hall made a motion to 

approve the contracted services with Kari Aanenson.  Commissioner Bommersbach seconded the motion and all 

voted in favor.   

The next item on Attorney Brue’s agenda was the Agassiz Trail Project, noting that several years ago the trail that 

was owned jointly by Polk, Norman and Clay Counties had been divided between the counties, each retaining the 

land that was within their county.  Attorney Brue noted that a small piece of the trail in Polk County had been 

missed at that time and therefore, he requested the board make a motion to approve the deed from Norman 

County to Polk County to clear this up.  Commissioner Bommersbach made a motion to approve the Quit Claim 

Deed from Norman County to Polk County for this portion of the trail in Polk County that had been missed in the 

past.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.   

At 11:55 a.m. Galen Cariveau, Human Resources, addressed the board with the interview process and the board 

began interviewing candidates for the Social Services Director position.   

Nancy Rhen, who has been serving as the interim Social Services Director, was the first of three candidates to be 

interviewed.  Mr. Cariveau thanked Ms. Rhen for her patience in waiting for her interview as the board was behind 

and began the interview by asking Ms. Rhen to tell the board why she is interested in the position.  At 12:35 p.m. 

the board thanked Ms. Rhen for her interview and Chairman Gunderson recessed the meeting for 20 minutes for 

lunch to get the board back on schedule for the next interview to begin at 1:00 p.m. 

At 1:05 p.m. Chairman Gunderson reconvened the meeting and Mr. Cariveau introduced Julie Hanson, currently 

the Social Services Director in Mahnomen County, as the second candidate.  At 1:40 p.m. the board thanked Ms. 

Hanson for her interview and took a break until 2:00 p.m.  for the third interview.  

At 2:15 p.m. Mr. Cariveau introduced Michelle Petrik as the third candidate for the interview process.  At 3:05 p.m. 

the board thanked Ms. Petrik for her interview and noted they expect to come to a decision soon.   

Discussion ensued as to the interviews of the three candidates, and the ranking process and after further 

discussion, Commissioner Jacobson made a motion to offer the Social Services Director position to Nancy Rhen at a 

salary to be determined.  Commissioner Redland seconded the motion and all voted in favor.  Mr. Cariveau noted 

that he was meeting with Ms. Rhen later that afternoon on another matter and he would extend the offer at that 

time if the board agreed to that.  The board concurred.   

At 3:25 p.m. Chairman Gunderson adjourned the meeting.     

 

   

_____________________________________  _______________________________________ 

Marvin Gunderson, Chairman    Donna J. Hanson, Auditor-Treasurer 


